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BEF ORE THE HON’BLE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL,
PRINCIPAL BENCH, NEW DELHI

RESPONSE AFFIDAVIT
(On behalf of Respondent No. 7 i.e. Principal Chief Conservator of Forests
(HoFF), Uttarakhand)
IN

0O.A. No. 238 OF 2024

News item titled “UP gives permission to fell 112000 tree for road along
Upper Ganga Canal” appearing in Hindustan Times dated 01.02.2024

Versus
1. Principal Chief Conservator of Forests (HoFF ), Uttar Pradesh & Ors.

2. Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Regional Office,
Lucknow through the Regional Officer.

3. District Magistrate, Ghaziabad.

4. District Magistrate, Meerut.

5. District Magistrate, Muzaffarnagar.

6. Principal Secretary, Public Works Department, State of UP.
7. Principal Chief Conservator of Forest, Uttarakhand.

8. Principal Secretary, Department of Environment and Forest,
Uttarakhand.

9. Principal Secretary, Public Works Department, State of Uttarakhand.

.............. Respondents

Affidavit of Dr. Dhananjai Mohan
(Male), aged about 59 years, S/o
Sh. S.S. Rajput, presently posted as
Principal Chief Conservator of
Forests  (HoFF),  Uttarakhand,

Dehradun.

W (Deponent)
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I, the above named deponent, do hereby solemnly affirm and state on
“as of:

That the deponent is presently posted as Principal Chief Conservator of
Forests (HoFF), Uttarakhand, Dehradun. This Hon’ble Tribunal vide its
Order dated 13.03.2024, had impleaded the deponent as respondent
No.7 in the above noted application, as such he is fully conversant with

the facts of the case.

[§9]

That the deponent had received the notice, issued by this Hon’ble
Tribunal in the above captioned matter along with the copy of the

original application.

3. That as soon the deponent received the notice, issued by this Hon’ble
Tribunal, the deponent had directed the Divisional Forest Officer,
Haridwar Forest Division to look into the matter, take necessary action

and furnish the report.

4. That pursuant to the directions, issued by the deponent, the Divisional
Forest Officer, Haridwar Forest Division had furnished his detailed
report on the subject matter of the present O.A. which includes the

following main facts:

i.  Executive Engineer, Irrigation Division, Roorkee vide his letter
dated 10.08.2018 in view of organizing Kumbh Mela-2021 from
Jatwara Bridge in Haridwar district to Mohammadpur Power
House (1o the border of Uttarakhand State), in order to approved
plan for widening and strengthening of Ganga Canal Kanvad
track. had written for the cutting of trees planted by the
department at some places . along the canal track from Ganga
Canal Kanvad track Jarwada bridge (Jwalapur) to Uttarakhand
border.

On the basis of the report furnished by the Forest Range Officer,

the Divisional Forest Officer vide his letter 21.10.2019, had
written (o his senior officials for necessary action and directions.

}uw-@\
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And his soni "
‘ ‘\LIII ' .’ ] N N N . A
had pro l(;’ official i.c. Conservator of Forest. Shivalik Circle
( )()‘\ > et o / N y v e
posed .a-meeting with Irrigation Department officials.

(? n ()‘\'-_/ 1.2019. under the chairmanship of Conservator of Forest,
Shivalik Circle, a meeting was held with the officials regarding the
H‘c’f’\\‘ coming in the widening of the track road from Jatwada
Bridge of Haridwar district to Mohammadpur Power House for
A\wlu/m Kumbh 2021, In the Minutes of the Meeting, the
Conservator of Forests, Shivalik Circle, Uttarakhand, Dehradun
sent the approval of a total of 1102 impeding trees to the
Divisional Forest Officer Haridwar. In the last paragraph of the
minutes, it was directed by the Conservator of Forests, Shivalik
Circle, Uttarakhand. Dehradun that subject to the necessary
conditions restrictions which mainly include ‘trees which are
suitable for transplantation, they must be transplanted by the
Irrigation Department at its own expenses with the technical
assistance of the Divisional Forest Officer, Haridwar and in place
of the remaining fallen trees, twice as many Irees should he
planted at the expense of the Irrigation Department in the coming
rainy season.”

In compliance to the directions given by CF, Shivalik Circle, a list
of total 923 obstructive trees was sent 1o the Divisional Logging
Manager,  Uttarakhand — Forest  Development Corporation,
Haridwar by the Divisional Forest Officer. Haridwar in widening
and strengthening of Ganga Canal Kanvad track from the Jatwara
bridge to the border of Uttarakhand in Haridwar District. The
remaining 179 trees, which were of 0-1 diameter class due to non-
availability of wood, were disposed of at the division level. In this
way a total of 1102 obstructive trees were felled.

In accordance with the letter dated 08.11.2019 issued by the
Conservator of Forest, Shivalik Circle, Uttarakhand, Dehradun,
The Divisional Forest Officer, Haridwar Forest Division vide his
letter dated 05.12.2019 had requested the Executive Engincer,
Irrigation Division,  Parikalp  Bhawan Complex,  Roorkee  to
provide the estimated amount of Rs. 50.38 lakh for the expenditure
on planting of 2204 saplings in the coming rainy season in place
of total 1102 felled trees to be made available as soon as possible.
Thereaficr. again, reminders were sent by the Divisional Forest
Officer. Harichwar Forest Division through letter number 5069/ 2-
3 dated 04.05.2020  letter number 1558/2-3, dated (7.10.2020

e p—
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and letter mmmber 4958/2-3. dated 09.03.2021. In continuation of
the above. the District Magistrate, Haridwar was also request ed
10 take action in this regard, but till date the desired amount has
not been made provided to the Divisional Forest Officer by the
Irrigation Department. “ |

Copy of the detailed report dated 16.05.2024 furnished by the
Divisional Forest Officer, Haridwar Forest Division is being annexed

and marked as ANNEXURE-1.

5. That after the course of hearing on 31.05.2024, this Hon’ble Tribunal
vide its Order dated 31.05.2024, had passed a direction in para 2 i.e.
‘On the perusal of the report filed by the PWD, State of Uttarakhand, it
is not clear if in the State of Uttarakhand also, any stretch of the road
will be constructed to connect with Haridwar. Learned Counsel for
State of Uttarakhand s directed to file a fresh affidavit of the
competent authority disclosing the above position in clear terms’. It 1s
submitted here that the Divisional Forest Officer, Haridwar Forest
Division. vide his letter dated 06.07.2024 addressed to the deponent,
had clarified the certain points stating therein that ‘There is no new
proposal in Ganga Kanvad Patri Marg under his division. Further, it
states the at that time the widening work on the said Marg was carried
out on the left side of the Neher Patri, while facing to Delhi and no
new construction or tree felling has been carried out by the division for

the said Marg. Copy of the letter dated 06.07.2024 is being annexed

/ g:’:" and marked herewith as ANNEXURE-2.

/ e’d . /’ ey .
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Al q)@ %I hat the deponent is a responsible government servant having highest
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\& Yot Zpegards for the Hon’ble Law Court’s and orders passed by them. The
§ /

by this Hon’ble Tribunal. He has always made his sincerest efforts to
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carry out the orders passed by this Hon’ble Tribunal in its letter and

spirit and also shall carry out in future as well,

I, the above named deponent, do hereby verify that the contents

of Para nos. | ~ S, 6 ofthis affidavit are true to my personal
knowledge, those of Para nos. 4 / 5 of this affidavit
are based on records, those of Para nos. — _of this

affidavit are as per the legal advice received and those of Para nos.

—

~of this affidavit are as per the information received

which all I believe to be true. That no part of this affidavit is false and

nothing material has been concealed.

So help me God DEPONENT

I, Avnish Gupta, Legal Assistant, Forest Department, Uttarakhand,
Dehradun, do hereby identify the deponent who has produced the records
of the case and his Aadhar card bearing No. 497746818191 before me

and I am satisfied that he is the same person as alleged. /A(/‘&%A/
. IDENTI

FIER

Solemnly affirmed before me today, the :ZJ/‘ day of July, 2024
at 6.’0’0_—a?4/pm by the deponent who has been identified by the

aforesaid person.

I have satistied myself by examining the deponent that he has
understood the contents of this affidavit, which have been read over and

explained to him.

OATH COMMISSIONFR/NOTARY

LNe. 3 /2 024
Thls afﬂtLvlt Is swom bet
ShHwlen. Ryeeu: .Qw... F@

who Is identified by shdf. v“ldh.ﬁ\ o —
at Dehradun on sueeeeees !7//71%.2.
y
(Rajend /zh Negl)

Advocate& Notary, Dehradun
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